Koho‘ia Category (The Chosen Chant)

The Koho‘ia Category is an optional category to enter in the George Na‘ope Kāne Hula Festival and Keiki Hula Competition.  This year’s mele is written by ‘Anakala ‘Iokepa De Santos, our Kumu ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i.  He has offered to haku a new mele for our hula festival each year for the hula Koho‘ia.  Each year, the mele will change to honor one of our Kings, Queens, Princess’, events, islands, and many other options available to him.  With these new mele written each year, they will be all for you to use at anytime after your presentation at our hula festival.  
When you have decided to enter the Kāne Hula Festival, or the Keiki Hula Competition and choose to enter the Koho‘ia category, you should fill out your application and send it in.  Once your application is received, I will send the mele to you.  The mele will only be performed in hula kahiko, and the choreography of the mele will be yours do produce.  When you enter this category, either in the Kāne or Keiki competition, you may choose what division you wish to perform this hula kahiko in.  You may choose the kaikamahine group or solo hula kahiko, keiki kāne, and kāne group or solo hula kahiko as well.  Only one performance is required within your halau to participate in the Koho‘ia category.

Each year to follow, a new mele will be composed by ‘Anakala ‘Iokepa De Santos which will be announced at the end of each festival.  This information will be discussed at the kumu de-briefing meeting each year and you will then have the entire year to prepare for your mele, if you decide to enter this category.

